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	MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

THE MEDINAH PARK DISTRICT, DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
 May 19, 2021

	The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Medinah Park District, DuPage County, Illinois was held on Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at the Park District’s Connolly Recreation Center located at 22W130 Thorndale Avenue, Medinah, Illinois.                                     

The meeting was called to order at 7:09 PM by President Jean Ott.
Attorney Mraz conducted the Oath of Office/Swearing In ceremony of newly elected Park Commissioners Jean Ott, John Blankenship and Russell Bean.  The Board and staff thanked outgoing Park Commissioner Lance Murphy on his 24 years of volunteer service to the Medinah Park District.

Roll Call was taken showing the following members present:                      

Commissioners       Jean Ott, President; Maryann Grygiel, Vice-President               
Present                    Irene Jarocinski, Treasurer;  John Blankenship, Commissioner;
                                Russell Bean, Commissioner                               
Absent:                   None 
Also Present:     
 Bruce Baum, Executive Director/Secretary; Bryan Mraz, Attorney; 

                              Vincent  DeGrado, Supt. of Parks; Frank Wendling, 
                              Supt. of Recreation; Maria Piworski, Supt. of Finance/HR                                                                             
 Guests:                Wayne Meyers, Lance Murphy, Craig Watson, Michelle Joyce, 

                             Gorkan Cukurova, Darlene ??????                          
Commissioner Ott recognized a quorum.
Commissioner Ott led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Ott asked if there were any additions, corrections or deletions to the Agenda.  Director Baum stated that the Agenda could move forward as presented.  It was moved by Commissioner Ott and seconded by Commissioner Grygiel to approve the agenda as presented.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:       Jean Ott, Maryann Grygiel, Irene Jarocinski, John Blankenship, Russell Bean
Nay:       None

Absent:  None
Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Grygiel to approve/accept the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2021 as presented.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:       Maryann Grygiel, Irene Jarocinski, John Blankenship, Russell Bean, Jean Ott 
Nay:       None

Absent:  None
Motion Carried.
It was moved by Commissioner Grygiel and seconded by Commissioner Blankenship to approve/accept the Executive Session minutes of April 21, 2021 as presented.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:           Irene Jarocinski, John Blankenship, Russell Bean,  Jean Ott, Maryann Grygiel
Nay:           None

Absent:       None
Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Jarocinski and seconded by Commissioner Blankenship to approve/accept the Special Meeting Minutes of May 5, 2021 as presented.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:       John Blankenship, Russell Bean, Jean Ott, Maryann Grygiel, Irene Jarocinski

Nay:       None

Absent:  None

Motion Carried.

Commissioner Jarocinski received information that a Zumba class was taking place on the Thorndale Park tennis courts while individuals were playing tennis.  A citizen asked about the removal of oversize logs floating in the Manary Park pond.  Commissioner Blankenship mentioned that some kids are using oversized pieces of wood/sticks to play at Manary.  We may wish to remove oversize tree limbs, etc. at Manary and/or all parks so they are not used as play things.  Commissioner Jarocinski mentioned varying levels of unscrupulous behavior at Riha Park by people in the parking lot.   Commissioner Ott mentioned that citizens are asking about the cleanup of the nature trail area at the far northern portion of Thorndale Park.  Director Baum read a statement from citizen Crissy Swaw about the Little Sluggers T-ball program and the positive experience their child is taking from the program.  They are very pleased with the program.         
The Board of Commissioners took comments from citizens at the May 19 Board Meeting.  Citizen Lance Murphy commented positively about Thorndale and Manary Parks.  Citizen G. Cukurova asked about ways for proper citizen communication to the Board of Commissioners that would not have to go through the Executive Director.  Can there be individual email addresses assigned to the Commissioners?  The MPD website does not currently list Commissioner’s email addresses.  He also asked about providing a Coffee with the Commissioners monthly event.  Citizen Michelle Joyce asked about the District providing geese deterrents on various park site properties much like the Elementary School District does at the Intermediate School site.     
It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Grygiel to approve the payment of Past Bills totaling $10,324.50 dated April 28, 2021.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.               

ROLL CALL VOTE:                                                                 

Aye:        Russell Bean, Jean Ott, Maryann Grygiel, Irene Jarocinski, John Blankenship
Nay:        None
Absent:   None
Motion Carried.  
It was moved by Commissioner Grygiel and seconded by Commissioner Ott to approve the payment of Past Bills totaling $2,499.06 dated May 10, 2021.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none. 

Roll Call Vote:

Aye:       Jean Ott, Maryann Grygiel, Irene Jarocinski, John Blankenship, Russell Bean
Nay:       None
Absent:  None
Motion Carried.
It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Ott to approve the payment of future bills totaling $7,699.02 dated May 19, 2021.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.                                                                                    
ROLL CALL VOTE:                                                                 

Aye:       Maryann Grygiel, Irene Jarocinski, John Blankenship, Russell Bean, Jean Ott
Nay:       None

Absent:  None
Motion Carried.                                                                 

It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Grygiel to approve past salaries, social security, Medicare and IMRF (liability) for the month of April, 2021 totaling $40,255.53.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:                                                                 

Aye        Irene Jarocinski, John Blankenship, Russell Bean, Jean Ott, Maryann Grygiel
Nay:       None 
Absent:  None
Motion Carried.                                                                 

Treasurer Jarocinski presented the monthly treasurer’s report for the month ending April 30, 2021.  The report will be kept on file for future auditing purposes.  
The Parks/Maintenance Report was provided by Supt. DeGrado.  Commissioner Jarocinski asked about wood removal in Supt. DeGrado’s report.   She also asked about fence repair at various park sites in our system.  Supt. DeGrado mentioned the repair operations that are undertaken by park crew members for fence lines.
The Recreation Report was provided by Supt. Wendling.  Commissioner Grygiel mentioned and thanked Supt. Wendling on the Fitness/Health event that took place on May 15.  Commissioner Blankenship congratulated Supt. Wendling on positive financial outlook of past month in relation to program and special event success.  Commissioner Ott mentioned the ongoing mass email marketing effort of the District.  
The Safety/Risk Management Report was provided by Safety Coordinator Goode.        
The Finance Department Report was provided by Supt. Piworski.  Commissioner Jarocinski had questions for Supt. Piworski regarding a particular entry in the monthly Treasurer’s Report.  Commissioner Blankenship suggested monthly financial statement questions be handled prior to any given Board Meeting by contacting staff.    

There was a report from Attorney Mraz for the month of May, 2021.  Attorney Mraz spent time further discussing the citizen/commissioner communication link options related to the District’s website as per the citizen’s statements earlier in the evening.  Commissioner Blankenship referred to discussed policy options from previous board meetings that ultimately were not put into place by the Board.  Further discussion may take place on this issue.  More research is required on this subject matter.  
Director Baum reported on upcoming events and operations at NEDSRA.     
Director Baum updated the Board on the Bridge Phase of the Illinois Recovery Act.  There is a lot of communication related to the information being put forth about new face covering guidelines for citizens in our District based upon vaccinations.   
Director Baum mentioned a few June agenda items.  It will be wise to bring back the tabled Phone Pay App contract for the Metra West Lot for approval as parkers are now requesting this option.  We are scheduled to hold Board officer elections/appointments in June.  Commissioner Grygiel will be absent from the June meeting.  It was agreed that Board officer elections/appointments be held at the July 21 meeting.
Director Baum updated the Board on progress for the Nordic Park playground project and provided additional information in the packet.  Updated estimated budgets with estimates related to possible Alternates and engineered drawings that will be brought to DuPage County for permit approval were presented.  Commissioner Ott asked about a particular alternate cost (new swing set).  Director Baum mentioned the work involved in adapting the present swing set (couplings for swings, possible removal of a bay and power coating) may be more costly than just ordering a new swing set, therefore the reason for this alternate cost.  Commissioner Grygiel asked about the 2-5 play structure main posts as an alternate.  Director Baum mentioned this is nothing more than a cosmetic option to coordinate colors, thus the alternate that can be decided upon based upon cost.  Alternate B (sidewalk area) is is in direct correlation to Alternate A.  If Alternate A is a go, Alternate B will need to be done.  If not, neither need to take place.  No present outer curbing will be removed.      
All 2020 Audit requirements are being met by the end of the month of May (County, PDRMA, financial houses).
Director Baum included information on the District’s tax exempt properties and documentation that will be forwarded to the County in May, 2021. All District properties are exempt from taxation with exception of one property we share with DuPage County Forest Preserve.
Director Baum stated that the monthly Activity/Project Log was included in the packet for your perusal.   There were no comments related to the update.
Director Baum mentioned that Recreation Staff are currently creating possible options for this upcoming Fall to offset the loss of the Family Fest event in the summer of 2021. 
Commissioner Ott asked if there were any Commissioners Comments.  Commissioner Jarocinski commented about our amenities at Riha Park but was concerned, via a citizen, that there is nothing in our parks for older citizens.  
Commissioner Ott asked if there were any Citizen Comments.  Mr. Murphy mentioned that the District’s construction of multiple walking trails at various park sites was primarily for our adult population.  Commissioner Jarocinski questioned why we do not maintain our path systems during the winter months.  This is a liability issue and once we clean them once, we are then obligated to keep them snow and ice free for the entire winter, no matter the level of snow and ice.  Citizen Watson reminded the Board that there are plenty of places to walk in the winter time in Medinah and that sole reliability on park paths was overkill.  
There was no Old/Unfinished business before the Board of Commissioners. 
There was no New Business before the Board of Commissioners.
There was no Other Business before the Board of Commissioners.
It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Ott to adjourn the regular meeting of May 19, 2021 at 8:11 PM.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.  
All in favor:   Ayes(5)
Nay:  None (0) 
Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,

                  
Bruce E. Baum
                             ____________________________________________

                      
Board Secretary

                             Date_____________________________
                            ____________________________________________
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